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December 21, 2017

First off, | have to thank you for your interest in having me do this research work for you and for your
extreme patience with me during the busy summer season which was also concurrent with a lot of my IF
material being packed up during my pending move from Massachusetts to North Carolina.

Please consider this an interim report, as | am still waiting to hear back from some of the sources | have
reached out to along with members of the families of previous owners who are often a valuable source
of information.

This summary report represents most information that | have on your car, which | think represents some
valuable insight given you are contemplating a restoration. Nonetheless | will continue my pursuit of
information and share my findings as they come along and of course update this report accordingly.

Respectfully,

Jonathan Sierakowski
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1930 Isotta Fraschini
Tipo 8A S Roadster Cabriolet
Coachwork by Castagna
Chassis no. 1657
otor no. 1657

Prepared For
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This report was commissioned by Mr. Walt Bender as a historical inquiry on his recently-acquired 1930
Isotta Fraschini with coachwork by Castagna. Nearly a third of the eight-cylinder Isotta Fraschini
produced were sold new to the United States. There were two distributors, located in Chicago, lllinois
and New York, New York. The New York distributor was called Isotta Motors, Inc. and located on 119
West 49t Street in New York City. Chassis 1657 was delivered through Isotta Motors of New York as
evidenced by the delivery plate on the driver’s side of the dash.

The dating of Isotta Fraschini cars has long been a matter of subjective interpretation. Delivery records
are incomplete at best, and the information which does exist is not always complete. What delivery
records that did survive were published in Isotta Fraschini by Angelo Tito Anselmi, in 1977. The source of
the published information was presumably a factory sales ledger that does not account for every chassis
produced, but did sometimes give a delivery date for the chassis that were represented. It is not always
a reliable source, as the ledger sometimes lists multiple clients for the same car, likely the result of an
order being recorded and subsequently cancelled. Earlier historians assumed that cars could be firmly
dated by the chassis number series but this method too is inconsistent. As this discussion relates to
chassis 1657: the car has been identified consistently throughout its life as a 1930 model, and the
delivery records in |sotta Fraschini do indicate a number of closely-numbered cars being delivered in
1930.

Similar confusion exists with model identification. While the Tipo 8, 8A, and 8A S are relatively
straightforward to distinguish, there is a dearth of information about what firmly constitutes the
performance 8A SS variant. No “black & white” information was published by the factory, and what was
published was inconsistent at best. Examination and analysis of the 100 or so existing eight-cylinder
Isottas is confounded by cars which were legitimately upgraded in period. Chassis 1657 should be
identified as a Tipo 8A S, as identified maost easily by its polished aluminum intake manifolds. (The earlier
Tipo 8A had smaller carburetors that mounted directly to the block, as was also found on the Tipo 8).
Horsepower for the 8A S is quoted around 110-120 horsepower although again, printed information is
inconsistent and unreliable and actual output may be higher.

It is worth noting that chassis 1657 is among the latest extant cars. The highest-numbered surviving car
is 1714, and 1657 is 9t from there in term of survivors. It has matching chassis and motor numbers, a

scheme which began somewhere after chassis 1603 and before 1625. There are three exterior features
which are visually unique; first is a beltline that is completely unique among surviving cars in that the

upper portion runs parallel to the top of the doors, rather than forming the typical Hibbard & Darrin U-
shaped window reveal. Addltlonally, the lower portlon dlps down shghtly and then back up to contlnue
along the rear of the body. | AR s '

Right: The typical Hibbard &
Darrin door belk molding.
Far Right: The molding as
seen on chassis 1657,
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NO TWO ALIKE!

"Individuality is as aciual in these smart bodies
of ultra-luxury as in the newest creations of

a Paris couturiérel Left: Interestingly,
The Isotta Fraschini of your _Ch&SSIS- 1657 proves
choice, although stricily the point of “No
custom~b|..u|r,1sre’ady Two Alike!” as

for immediate
delivery. depicted in this
period
advertisement,
which shows the

unigue beltline.

NEW
YORK:
119 WEST 57

CHICAGO:
B46 RUSH STREET

ISOTTA
FRASCHINI

MADE IN MILAM, ITALY

Left: This close-up
shows better detail
of the rendering.

Second are the bumpers, an option seen
on a handful of period photos and few
surviving cars. The typical Castagna
bumper would consist of two or three
flat bars with a Castagna badge. The
optional bumpers consisted of tubes
that appear to be extruded with a
scalloping, and capped with chromed
“wing tips”.

Right: The exiruded tubular bumpers with
wing tips can ke seen in this period shot and
(Top) on a late surviving Tipo 88 (Bottom).
fote the upward angle of the lower tubes.
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The third identifying feature is
the radiator stone guard.
Although not completely
uhigue, no more than a
handful of any particular
design exist. It is not known if
this element was original to
1657 or added during
restoration.

Right: Concentric teardrop stone
guard design as seen on chassis
1587 as compared to the one on
1657. Note slight difference in
execution.

Historically, chassis 1657 has led a relatively obscure life but fortunately its ownership chain is largely
intact. No delivery information is noted for this car in the back of Isotta Fraschini, but from the placard
on the dash we know it was delivered via Isotta Motors in New York. According to local memory as
recorded by previous owner Alfred Ferrara in the CCCA Michigan Region newsletter Torque, the car was
originally owned by Mrs. Sterling, of the Sterling-Linder-Davis department store. This company was a
major department store in downtown Cleveland which was founded in 1845. One of the so-called “Big
Six” department stores of Cleveland, they collectively comprised one of the largest shopping districts in
the United States. As part of outdoing one another in grandeur to receive public attention, Sterling-
Linder-Davis was known for having the largest Christmas Tree in the country on display. Ferrara’s article
about the car also notes that the Sterling family lived down the road from the Ferraras and that her
grandson Peter Robbins had been to visit the car while it was on display in during the Ferrara ownership
and mentioned Mrs. Linder’s ownership of hot one but two Isotta Fraschinis makes this story all the
more plausible.

The next link in the ownership chain comes from two sources. The first is early Isotta Fraschini historian
Howe B. Willis. Howe Willis was born in 1902, and having been raised in a world of privilege, had a keen
eye for quality. Thus, the Isotta Fraschini being not only a luxury conveyance but having the appeal of
being European and constructed exclusively with bespoke coachwork, was quite fascinating for him. His
son Paul notéd that although his father was a young man in the mid-1920s when the family started
buying Isottas, it was young Howe that influence the family car buying decisions. The Willis family would
ultimately own seven Tipo 8A Isottas, and the indelible print they left on him would remain for the
entirety of his long life, and he was fortunate to retain two of these cars until well into the postwar era.
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As the once-ohscure hobby of car collecting became a full-blown phenomenon, groups of enthusiasts
banded together to help each other with technical information and sourcing of parts. Howe Willis and
another IF enthusiast from Pennsylvania named Ferris Alger banded together and formed the Isotta
Fraschini Owner’s Association. While keeping cars on the road was a priority, Willis was also interested
in maintaining a register of known cars and documenting the ownership history of each.

According to a letter on file from Willis, he states of chassis 1657: “This car was purchased new in
Chicago in 1930 by Walter B. Wolf (sic) then sold to James S. Howard of Cleveland.” Although Willis
clearly states that the original owner was Walter B. Wolf, it is very possible that he was an early second
owner. The Willis family are regarded as the original owners of at least four Isottas, but it is a little-
known fact that they were actually the second owners of each, having purchased them as slightly used
secondhand cars in the early 1930s. Both letters on file from Willis also make reference to an accident
that the car was in which involved a telephone pole and three other American cars, yet the car drove
home and damage was described as minimal; this is not surprising given how sturdily these cars and
bodies were constructed.

Next comes an interesting reference from famed automobile collector D. Cameron Peck. Peck was the
proprietor of a family dairy operation who would also be one of the most famous early American car
collectors. Stories abound about the number of automobiles that Peck owned with some estimates
ranging over 1,000, but a realistic estimate based on surviving documentation would be closer to 350.
However, there is no question that he was instrumental in preserving many cars that would otherwise
be destined for the scrapyards. He was also an early or founding member of the Veteran Motor Car Club
of America, the Sports Car Club of America, and the Antique Automobile Club of America and was also
the president of many of these organizations.

Peck was a true connoisseur, owning a humber of important examples from the dawn of the automobile
era through the classic era. His collection included multiple examples of the best foreign marques
including Bentley, Mercedes-Benz, Hispano-Suiza, Bugatti (including two of the six Royales), and of
course several Isottas. Peck also kept meticulous records of the vehicles in his collection which often
help establish crucial early links in the ownership chains of his vehicles. The meticulous recordkeeping,
particularly as it relates to purchase cost, inventory value, and sale price, was reportedly due to Peck’s
desire to keep one step ahead of the tax authorities, who were leery of his hiding his wealth in his car
collection. Each vehicle in his collection was documented at the very least by an inventory sheet which
documented the source of the vehicle purchase and key specifications.

The inventory sheet on file from the archives of Peck notes that the car was purchased from Thomas B.
Wolfe (sic) of Winnetka, lllinois and Preston Beard of Chicago. The sheet also notes a purchase price of
$550, and the car having wood artillery wheels with wheel discs. It is typical of Isottas that cars
furnished with wheel discs were usually hiding wood artillery wheels rather than spoke wires as one

might expect.

The colors are noted as being black with a “chrome stripe”. Peck’s inventory records were usually very
specific, so the reference to a “chrome stripe” is indicative of reflective metal rather than something like
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silver-painted beltline. It Is more likely that the aluminum beltline was polished, and one which would be
a significant and unique feature.

The idea of a polished belt molding on an Isotta may seem out of the ordinary, and fairly so as the
author is not aware of any examples of any body style that exhibit this feature. It is however not without
precedent as seen below. Pictures is the Castagna Transformable Torpedo displayed at the 1930 Milan
Auto Show. A close-up of the image clearly shows that the belt molding is polished.

Abgove: The belt molding on this Castagna Transformable Torpedo was clearly polished.
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Frustratingly, the Peck file contains only the inventory sheet, AUTOLFOMILE COUECAIGN OF D GAZION FIcs
with no dates, which is interesting in and of itself since S B
usually there would be accompanying documentation
pertaining to the purchase or sale of the car, and most often
accompanied by photos, although early purchase and sales
may not have this extensive information. The aforementioned
accident may have been the cause for a lack of photo
documentation. In any case the inventory sheet also notes the
car being sold to a Dr. Sidney J. Stone of 10300 Carnegie
Avenue in Cleveland.

Right: The undated inventory sheet for chassis 1657 from the D.
Cameron Peck Collection.

The next known owner, at least as of 1953, was James S.
Howard of Cleveland, Ohio. During his restoration efforts,
exchanged at [east two letters with Basil Scully of West
Groton, Massachusetts. Scully was the longtime owner of Tipo 8A chassis 1390, and a very clever
mechanic who understood the Tipo 8A motor very well and who served as a source of insight for several
lsotta owners. The correspondence from Mr. Howard also refers contact with Ferris Alger as well.

Howard never finished the restoration and sold it to Joe Loecy, Jr. of Chardon, Ohio in the late 1950s or
early 1960s, who eventually finished the restoration and retained it for many years before selling it to Al
Ferrara of Gates Mills, Ohio in 1984. The aforementioned Torque article mentions the 1984 purchase
date and refers to his knowledge of the car from years earlier, referring to Loecy’s ownership as being
34 years prior. This cannot be entirely accurate as we know that Howard still had the car as of 1954, but
in either case there is no doubt that Loecy retained the car for at least a quarter century.

Research conducted by the author in 2017 on behalf of the current owner is still ongoing. Further
research has been initiated to locate the grandson of Mrs. Sterling, speak with Joe Loecy, Jr.’s son
regarding his recollection, and with the Western Reserve Historical Society which, being local to most of
the car's owners, may have come by more substantive information on its history. This report should be

treated as an interim report

Respectfully submitted,

Jonathan Sierakowski
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I WAS FORTUNATE TO LEARN SOMETHING OF THE
EARLY HISTORY OF THIS Isotta Fraschini coupe, which is
sometimes a difficult thing to do. But in this case, first off we know
that it was made in Milan, Ttaly in 1930. It is what is known as a
Tipo (Type) 8A, of which a total of 950 were buill from 1925-31.
These were cars built for the rich. . .big and elegant, and only one
look at it will convince you they could not come any bigger or
" luxurious.

The car was sold new in 1930 to Mrs. Sterling, of the Sterling,
Linder, Davis Department Store of Cleveland Ohia. There can be

The interior is handsome and luxurious,

but the toeboard and fire wall are of
meral. We wonder why she did not insist
on left hand drive for U.S. use.

By Al Ferrara

no doubt that the store was a roaring success, and Mrs. Sterling
wanted for nothing. She must have been an outstandingly unusual
wornan, and would have been interesting to know, in view of the
mammoth automobile she ordered, which we presume she drove
herself. [t was too personal a car to be driven by a chaulfeur.
Inn the late 40s it showed up in the hands of Dr. Stone of Cleveland,
and since the Classic Car movement had not even started yet, we
can only puzzle to ourselves as to why he owned it. From him it
was sold to a James 8. Howard, whom | knew in view of a clock
I purchased from him at that time, However, he never mentioned

In profile, everything looks completely
normal in proportions, but this is an
extravagant car for fwo people.

TORQUE



owning the Isotta, but in 1950 he advertised it for sale in The
Cleveland Plain Dealer. As soon as | saw the ad, | called him and
made arrangements to see it that same evening. When | got there.
my good friend Joe Loecey was already there and had bought the car!

Since 1 knew where the car was, 1 kept my eye on it for 34 years.
I am a patient man. In 1984 Joe Loecey called me and wanted to
know if I was still interested in the car, Of course was, and bought
the car from him after 34 years of waiting. He had done some work
on the car from time to time, but not enough to put it into opera-
tion and show it at car events. He had painted it, twice, and did
the interior of the car and not much more.

It was such an outstanding piece that [ had the engine gone over
and put in working order. We put a new top on it, covering all the
bows, and refinished all the interior wood to bring it back to its
original beauty, Castagna, the custom body builder did not stint on
any part of this body and it is a source of wonderment to anybody

Two rear spares balance off the rear deck
and do double duty as a bumper.

July - August, 1989

who looks at it. We also did much chrome work on it and buffed
all the other parts, and corrected all the lights. After it was done
it was shown at the 1987 Michigan Grand Classic at Dearborn inn.
and won a First Place with it, so it graduated to a Senior car in one
Jump, and carries Senior badge #1280. It now again belongs 10 &
lady, as it did in the beginning, except that this time the lady is my
wife Francesca.

As a further bit of history, in later years Mrs. Sterling lived in
Qates Mills, Chio where I reside. Also, her son Mr. Robbins lived
on the same road as | do, which is Old Mill Road. 1n 1987, when
we were showing it at the Grand Classic, her grandson Peter Rob-
bins attended the show. We talked about Grandma, and at that time
I learned that she fancied Isottas and had owned another Isotta, a
Landaulet, which [ guess has been lost as no one knows where it
is now. But we sure know where the Convertible Coupe is!

Incidentally, it is pronounced Ee-zoe-tah Frah-skeen-ee.

The siorage box on the running board is
made of wood and was the latest thing in
lialy back then.
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Octe 12, 1953

Basil Scully
Mill Read
West Groton, Mass

Dear Mpr, Scullys

I have sent the microfilms to you, and you will probably
get them in the same mail as this. Again, let me suggest that you
invest a couple of bucks in g used viewer, rather than pay for prints.
Unless Mr. Alger wanis them for somsone else, I am sure you can keep
the micrefilm. He made three or four copies.

Since I last wrote you, Mr. Alger claims to have located
& chassis, in good condition. He doesn't know if he can buy it, bubt he
Thinks so. I wrote thet 1 would pay one-<half. If he works it, it will
solve a lot of my problems, including carburettors, bumpers, ezhaust

manifoldk which is cracked, and a lot of miscellaneébua fittings which
wiuld be the very devil to finmd,

I have received a photo of the Emglish Isotte, and I
agree with you. It certainly lacks the elegance of the Castasna
Tsottas, and, however good the condition, I don't think it is worth
& lot of money. A&s far as I could tell, the lines of yours are
magnificent. Incidentally, dees yours have roll up windows? If so,
I would suggest you follow the lines of the Isotia pletured in one of
Clymer'‘s motor books ( #3, I think) for your canves design, That Isotta
is the only other phaeton in the country, I would guess. How much more
magnificent an open Isotta is than the same Rolls}

No doubt T won't really know about bringing my car to
W, Groton for overhaul until it happens, if it happens. When I get
a 1little further aleng, I will know how well it is running. If it
is fairly reliable, I might drive it there. If it is good, whiech I doubt,
I could hold off until fate brings me thers. If it is real bad, which
is probable, I may have to have it done here. Who Enows?

More later; I have been writing this on my lunch hour at
wrk, and have lots to do. Thenks for your leng letter.

Sigcerely,

R
AAim Howard



Jan 17, 195k

Mr. Basil Scully
Mill Street
West Groton, Mass.

Dear Nr. Scully,

I have done so little work on my Isotta recently that I res ly
haven't had much to report. A Iriend 1% resotring a type 42 Bug
in my goerags, aid the two of us have spent so much time installing
_a heating system, repaliring en alir compressor and the like that
we haven't done Wwery much ilmportant work.

Siz months ago, I took my Bosch mag-generator, end starter
to a little shop downtown to havethem completely overhaulasd. The
place was recommended by the Thompson Museum hera. It is run by
two bmothera, both of whom worked for wmore than 25 years with the
Robert Bosch facbory in Germany. The eguipment ig besutiful to
behold, end I hope 1t will work as well as it looks. All new
wgndings, new cases, new solenold, etc., etec. The brothers are
just iike the Marx brothers. It is hard to keep & stralght face
when they begin waving, or searching for a word that doesn't come
easy. They are awfully high-priced for their work, but they have
a lot of miscellensous equipment they have collected cver the
years that they seem to be willing to part with at a fairly
reagonkble figure. Not cheap, but probably fair. Example: a 1016
Zenlth updraft for a White gas car, about $20. New, and in the
original case. I have heard of something like this going for
& lot more.

They have: an original horn; original BDoseh plugs, in two
types; many Zenith carbs, zxmaw orlginal startsr, comuplete;
distributor cap; ete.,all of these identical to those used in
.T86tta. Let me know if you need any of these and I will see if
they will sell at a decent price.

As you know, I nhave bastard csrba, and the Marx bros. are
gearching the basement for the ripht kind. Lf they can't find themm,
do you know where I can get a pair? L think the corrsect model 1s
the Zenith Ltd. pump type updraft--thé rirst one which came out
garly in 1929, I don't know the model nimber.

I am dying to see a finished pic of your tourer. Is 1t done?
Also, how about the (#-=can't find your letter} that you were
thinking of impowting.



T will be staerting some serious motor work before too long,

and if 1t is all right, msy have to ask your advice on some of
the more knotty problems,

\
Sincerely,

1

i
V.

Jiy Howard
(29P5 BE. Ovsrloock
Cleveland Helghta}









BOX 612
3000 N. TAM|AMI TRAIL
NGRTH FORT MYERS, FL 33903

OWNER’'S ASSOCIATION

Harch 21, 1981.

Dear Hr. &damo:

iy thanks indeed for yours of the 4nd and léth,; together
with the information tiey contained,

With regard to the N.Y. limes &d, parrett has had at least
three cars of about this age, perhaps the enciosed card shows the
one advertised. Barrett, as you know 1s a DEALER and NOT a collector
and has no real interest in lsotta. When our Agsociation was first
founded we had a Member by the name of Lloyd C. Partridge who had
a 1913 or '14 ilodel Xi and was very active. Somewhere in our files
1 have a magazine article on him and this ecar telling how he found
it in Caruso's junk yard, restored the chassis and made a aew body.
(d----, since moving to Florida L can't fing anything!) I do have
pictures of this car, but do not know where it is now and I can't
find the numbers for it. This car was Started by CRANK only and as
dr. Partridge reached 80 his doctor insisted he sell the car. It
was Partridge who printed our first letter heads.

Also advertised for sale is #1657 at $125,000.00 a Castagna
Toadster. This car was purchased new in Chicago in 1930 by Walter
B, Wolf then sold to James S. Howard of Cleveland. Now Joe Loecy of
Chardon, Ohio has restored it (it was in a bad accident) and is now
offering it for sale. Loecy is also & dealer.

That's the news for now,

#igliori saluti,



BOX &iz2
H000 N, TAMIAMI TRAIL
NORTH FORT MYERS, FL 32603

OWNER'S ASSOCIATION

March 27, 1981,

Dear My, #damo:

four letter of the 23rd is before me and I assume our
letters crossed in the mrail,

Yes, I know all about car advertised by Loecy of Chardon,
Ohio. As explained in my last letter to you, it was purchaesd
new in Chicago by Walter B. Wolfe in 1930 and he drove it for
several years. After the accident in which Wolfe smashed thres
Aperican cars and knocked down a telephone pole and then drove
home, the car was sold to James 8, Howard of Cleveland. He tried
to restore it, but finally sold it to Joseph Loecy who did retore
it. It is a Castagna convertible, motor and chassis numbers the
segme - 1657, I have pictures, before and after the accident.

On the TV idonday evening I saw pictures of the Tom Barrett
auction in Scottsdale, Arizona which occurred during January. At
this auction the J: Erowning (Texas) Castagna sport touring #1664
was sold for $200,000.00 He was asking $300,000.00 Picture of
this on Page 99 of Znselmi book. The Isotta was featured at this
sale and it was good to see I. F. on "telly".

So it goes, these cars are traded like stocks on the
stock market just to make a "few bucks". No real interest in old
cars at-all,
In spite of the accident, the Wolfe carssuffered little
damage so if the restoration is good I would say the price is right.
I inspected this car at the I.F. agency right after it was brought in.

Hope you had a good time in the "big city".

digliori saluti,

& ? 8 e .
Detos 2L/ bl



