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First off, I have to thank you for your interest in having nre do this research work for you and for your

extreme patience with me during the busy summer season which was also concurrent with a lot of my lF

material being packed up during my pending move from Massachusetts to North Carolina.

Please consider this an interim report, as I am still waiting to hear back from some of the sources I have

reached out to along with members of the families of previous owners who are often a valuable source

of information.

This summary report represents most information that I have on your car, which I think represents some

valuable insight given you are contemplating a restoration. Nonetheless I will continue my pursuit of
information and share my findings as they come along and of course update this report accordingly.

Respectfully,

Jonathan Sieralcowsl<i

lsotta Fraschini chassis L657 Research Summary dated December 2L,20t7
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Tipo EA S Roadster eabniolet

Ceaehwork by eastagna

ehassis no. 3657

Motor no. 1.557

Prepared For
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This report was commissioned by Mr, Walt Bender as a historical inquiry on his recently-acctruired L930

lsotta Fraschiniwith coachwork by Castagna. Nearly a third of the eight-cylinder lsotta Fraschini

produced were sold new to the United States, There were two distributors, located in Chicago, lllinois

and New York, New York. The New Yorl< distributor was called lsotta Motors, lnc. and located on 1L9

West 49th Street in New York City. Chassis L657 was delivered through lsotta Motors of New York as

evidenced by the delivery plate on the driver's side of the dash.

The datingof lsotta Fraschinicars has long been a matterof subjective interpretation. Delivery records

are incomplete at best, and the information which does exist is not always complete. What delivery

records that did survive were published in lsotta Fraschini by Angelo Tito Anselmi , in 1977. The source of
the published information was presumably a factory sales ledger that does not account for every chassis

produced, but did sometimes give a delivery date for the chassis that were represented, lt is not always

a reliable source, as the ledger sometimes lists multiple clients for the same car, likely the result of an

order being recorded and subsequently cancelled. Earlier historians assumed that cars could be firmly

dated by the chassis number series but this method too is inconsistent. As this discussion relates to

chassis L657:the car has been identified consistentlythroughout its life as a l-930 model, and the

delivery records in lsotta Fraschini do indicate a number of closely-numbered cars being delivered in

1_930.

Similar confusion exists with model identification. While the Tipo 8, BA, and 8A S are relatively

straightforward to distinguish, there is a dearth of information about what firmly constitutes the
performance 8A SS variant. No "black & white" information was published by the factory, and what was

published was inconsistent at best. Examination and analysis of the L00 or so existing eight-cylinder

lsottas is confounded by cars vrrhich were legitimately upgraded in period. Chassis 1657 should be

identified as a Tipo 8A S, as identified most easily by its polished aluminum intake manifolds. (The earlier

Tipo 8A had smaller carburetors that mounted directly to the block, as was also found on the Tipo 8).

Horsepower for the 8A S is quoted around 110-120 horsepower although again, printed information is

inconsistent and unreliable and actual output mav be higher.

It is worth noting that chassis 1657 is among the latest extant cars, The highest-numbered surviving car

is L714, and 3"657 is 9th from there in term of survivors. lt has matching chassis and motor numbers, a

scheme which began somewhere after chassis 1603 and before 1625. There are three exterior features

which are visually unique; first is a beltline that is completely unique among surviving cars in that the

upper portion runs parallel to the top of the doors, rather than forming the typical Hibbard & Darrin U-

shaped window reveal. Additionally, the lower portion dips down slightly and then back up to continue

along the rear ofthe body

Right: The typical Hibbard &

Darrin door belt molciing.

Far Right: The molding as

seen on ehassis 3657.

lsotta Fraschini chassis l-657 Research Sumrnary dated December 21",2017
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Left: lnterestingly,
chassis L657 proves

the peint sf "Ns
Two Alikel" as

deiricted in this
period
advertisement,
whiclr slrows the
unique beltline.

Left: This close-up
shows better detail
ofthe rendering.

I l9 WEST57

MADE IN MII.AN, IiAI"Y

CHICAGO:
846 RUSH STREET

ES #TTA
FRASCffigNg

Second are the bumpers, an option seen

on a handful of period photos and few
surviving cars. The typical Castagna

bumper would consist of tv/o or three
flat bars with a Castagna badge. The
optional bumpers consisted of tubes
that appear to be extruded with a

scalloping, and capped with chromed
"wing tips".

Right: The extruded tubular bumpers with
wing tips can be seen in this period shot and
(Top) on a late surviving Tipo EB {Bortom).
filote the upward angle of the lower tubes.

NA TV/8 AL!KEI
"lndividuoli,y" is os octuol in these smorf bodies

of ultro.luxury os in fhe newasi creqlions of

cuitom^built, is reody

The lsotto Froschini of yovr
choice, olthough striclly

for immediole
delivery.

q Poris couturidre!
o
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The third identifying feature is
the radiator stone guard.

Although not completely

unique, no more than a

handful of any pafticular

design exist. lt is not known if
this element was original to
L657 or added during
restoration.

Right: Concentric teardrop stone
guard design as seen on ehassis

1.587 as compared to the sne on
1557. Note slight difference in

execution.

Historically, chassis 1657 has led a relatively obscure life but fortunately its ownership chain is largely
intact. No deliverv information is noted for this car in the back of lsotta Fraschini. but from the placard
on the dash we l<now it was delivered via lsotta Motors in New Yorl<. According to local memory as
recorded by previous owner Alfred Ferrara in the CCCA Michigan Region newsletter Torque,the car was
originally owned by Mrs. Sterling, of the Sterling-Linder-Davis department store. This company was a

major department store in downtown Cleveland which was foundecl in 1845. One of the so-called '.Big
Six" depaftment stores of Cleveland, they collectively comprised one of the largest shopping districts in
the United States. As part of outdoing one another in grandeur to receive public attention, Sterling.
Linder-Davis was l<nown for having the largest Christmas Tree in the country on display. Ferrara's article
about the car also notes that the Sterling family lived down the road from the Ferraras and that her
grandson Peter Robbins had been to visit the car white it was on display in during the Ferrara ownership
and mentioned Mrs. Linder/s ownership of not one but two lsotta Fraschinis makes this story all the
more plausible.

The next link in the ownership chain comes from two sources. The first is early lsotta Fraschini historian
Hovue B. Willis. Howe Willis was born in l-902, and having been raisecl in a world of privilege, had a keen
eye for quality. Thus, the lsotta Fraschini being not only a luxury conveyance but having the appeal of
being European and constructed exclusively with bespoke coachwork, was quite fascinating for him. His
son Paul noted that although his father was a young man in the mid-1920s when the family started
buying lsottas, it was young Howe that influence the family car buying decisions. The Willis family would
ultimately own seven Tipo 8A lsottas, and the indelible print they left on him would remain for the
entirety of his long life, and he was foftunate to retain tvuo of these cars until well into the postwar era.

lsotta Fraschini chassis L657 Research summary dated December 2r,za17
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As the once-obscure hobby of car collecting lrecame a full-blown phenomenon, groups of entlrusiasts

banded together to help each oiher rrvith technical information and sourcing of parts. Howe Willis and

another lF enthusiast from Pennsylvania named Ferris Alger banded together and formed the lsotta

Fraschini Owner's Association. While keeping cars on the road was a priority, Willis was also interested

in maintaining a register of knotvn cars and documenting the ownership history of each.

According to a letter on file from Willis, he states of chassis 1557: "This car was purchased new in

Chicago in 1930 by Walter B. Wolf (sic) then sold to James S. Howard of Cleveland." Although Willis

clearly states that the original owner was Walter B. Wolf, it is very possible that he was an early second

owner. The Willis family are regarded as the original owners of at least four lsottas, but it is a little-

known fact that they were actually the second owners of each, having purchased them as slightly used

secondhand cars in the early 1930s. Both letters on file from Wiltis also mal<e reference to an accident

that the car was in which involved a telephone pole and three other American cars, yet the car drove

home and damage was described as minimal; this is not surprising given how sturdily these cars and

bodies were constructed.

Next comes an interesting reference from famed automobile collector D. Cameron Peck, Pecl< was the

proprietor of a family dairy operation who would also be one of the most famous early Anrerican car

collectors. Stories abound about the number of automobiles that Peck owned with some estimates

ranging over L,000, but a realistic estimate based on surviving documentation would be closer to 350.

However, there is no question that he was instrumental in preserving many cars that would otherwise

be destined for the scrapyards. He rryas also an early or founding member of the Veteran Motor Car Club

of Arnerica, the Sports Car Club of America, and the Antique Automobile Club of America and was also

the president of many of these organizations.

Peck was a true connoisseur, owning a number of important examples from the dawn of the automobile

era through the classic era. His collection included multiple examples of the best foreign marques

including Bentley, Mercedes-Benz, Hispano-Suiza, Bugatti (including two of the six Royales), and of

course several lsottas. Pecl< also kept meticulous records of the vehicles in his collection v,rhich often

help establish crucial early links in the ownership chains of his vehicles. The meticulous recordkeeping,

particularly as it relates to purchase cost, inventory value, and sale price, was reportedly due to Pecl<'s

desire to keep one step ahead of the tax authorities, who were leery of his hiding his wealth in his car

collection. Each vehicle irr his collection was documented at the very least by an inventory sheet which

documented the source of the vehicle purchase and l<ey specifications.

The inventory sheet on file from the archives of Peck notes that the car was purchased from Thomas B.

Wolfe (sic) of Winnetka, lllinois and Preston Beard of Chicago. The sheet also notes a purchase pr.ice of

$550, and the car having wood artillery wheels with wheel discs. lt is typical of lsottas that cars

furnished with wheel discs v'rere usually hiding wood artillery wheels rather than spoke wires as one

might expect.

The colors are noted as being black with a "chrome stripe". Peck's inventory records vtere usually very

specific, so the reference to a "chrome stripe" is indicative of reflective metal rather than something lil<e

lsotta Fraschini chassis L657 Research Sumnrary dated December 21,2017
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silver-painted beltline. lt is more likely that the aluminum beliline was polished, and one which r,vould be
a significant and unique feature,

The idea of a polished belt molding on an lsotta may seem out of the ordinary, and fairly so as the
author is not aware of any examples of any body style that exhibit this feature. lt is however not without
precedent as seen below. Pictures is the Castagna Transformable Torpedo displayed at the j-930 Milan
Auto Show. A close-up of the image clearly shows that the belt molding is polished.

Absve: The belt molding on this eastagna Transformable Torpedo was clearly polisfted.

lsotta Fraschini chassis L657 Research Summary dated December 2i--,2aL7



CLA5SIC CAR A,DVISORS

PRIVATE TREATY, CONSULTING, RESEARCH, APPRAISAL

Frustratingly, the Peck file contains only the inventory sheet,

with no dates, which is interesting in and of itself since

usually there would be accompanying documentation
pertaining to the purchase or sale of the car, and most often
accompanied hy photos, although early purchase and sales

may not have this extensive information. The aforementioned
accident may have been the cause for a lack of photo

documentation. ln any case the inventory sheet also notes the
car being sold to a Dr. Sidney J. Stone of 10300 Carnegie

Avenue in Cleveland.

Right: The undated inventory sheet for ehassis L657 from the D.

eameron Peck eollection.
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'r: /:?1.)., /f-,.tThe next known owner, at leasi as of 1"953, was James S.

Howard of Cleveland, Ohio. During his restoration efforts,
exchanged at least two letters with Basil Scully of West

Groton, Massachusetts. Scully was the longtime owner of Tipo 8A chassis L390, and a very clever
mechanic who understood the Tipo 8A motor very well and who served as a source of insight for several
lsotta owners. The correspondence from Mr. Howard also refers contact with Ferris Alger as well.

Howard never finished the restoration and sold it to Joe Loecy, Jr. of Chardon, Ohio in the late 1950s or
early 1.960s, who eventually finished the restoration and retained it for many years before selling it to Al

Ferrara of Gates Mills, Ohio in L984. The aforementioned Torque article mentions ihe 1984 purchase

date and refers to his knowledge of the carfrom years earlier, referringto Loecy's ownership as being
34 yssp5 prior. This cannot be entirely accurate as we know that Hovuard still had the car as of L954, but
in either case there is no doubt that Loecy retained the car for at least a quafter century.

Research conducted by the author in 2017 on behalf of the current owner is still ongoing. Further
research has been initiated to locate the grandson of Mrs. Sterling, speak with Joe Loecy, Jr.'s son

regarding his recollection, and with the Western Reserve Historical Society which, being local to most of
the car's owners, may have come by more substantive information on its history. This report should be

treated as an interim repoft

Respectfu I ly submitted,

Jonathan Sieral<owski

lsotta Fraschini chassis L557 Research Summary dated Decenrber 21,2017
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I WAS FORTUNATE TO LEARN SOMETHING OF THE
EARLY HISTORY OF THIS Isotta Fraschini coupe, which is

sometimes a difficult thing ro do. But in this case, first off tve knorv
that it was made in Milan, Italyin 1930. lt is whar is knoivn as a
Tipo (Type) 8A, of ivhich a rotal ol 950 rvere built from lgls-3t.
These rvere cars built for the lich,.,big and elegant, and only one
look at it wil.l convince you they couid nor colne any bigger or
luxurious.

The car was sold nerv in 1930 to lvlrs, Sterling, of the Sterling,
Linder, Davis Department Srore of Cleveliind Ohio. There carr be

Tlle interior is lnndsotne ancl lrrilrrious,
bttt the toebourd and firc wull are e.f

tneral. LVe wontler n,lt-,/ she clicl not insist
on left hand drive for U.S. use.

By Al Ferrctra

no doubt tlial the store lvas a roaring success! and fuirs. Sterling
rvanted for nothing. She must have been an outsrandingl.v unr.rsual
\vomau, and u,ould have been interesting to know, in vjeu, of the
nlarnmoth automobile she ordered, r.r..hich rve .presuute she drot'e
herself. It was too personal a car to be driven by a chaul'leur.

In the late 40s it shorvecl up in the hands of Dr. Srone of Clevelancl,
ancl since the Classic Car rnor.ernent had not even started yel, we
can onl.v puzzle to oul'selves as io lvhy lre orvnecl it. From hinr it
l'as sold to a James S, Horvard, 'uvhotn I knet, in vierv of a clock
I pulchased lronr him at that time, Hon,ever. he never merrtioned

ht pro:file, ewrything looks rcntpletell'
normal in proportions, but lhis is an
extravctgctn.! car .for twct people,

4 TORQUil



,)$,iting rhe lsotta, but in 1950 he a.dver.tised ii fbr sale in The
Clevelaud- Plaiir Dealer, As soou as t saw rhe acl, t called hirn ancl
made arrangeineuis lo see it rhat same evenlng. Wlien I got there.
my good friend Joe Loecey t'as already there and had bought the car!

Since I knerv s'here the car was, I kept my eye on it for 34 years.
i am a ltatient rnan. In 1984 Joe Loecey called me ancj rvanted io
knori, if I \\,as siill interested in the car, Of course I was, arid bought
the car lrorn him after 34 years of rvairing. He had done sorne u.ork
on the cai lrom time to time, but not enough to put it into opera_
tion and shorv it at car events. He haci painterl it, tivice, and clid
the interiol of the car and not much more.

It was such an outsranding piece that I had the engine gone oi,er
and pui in rvolking order. l4/e put a ue$i top on it, covering all the
botvs, and refinished all the interior rvood to bring ir back to iis
original beauty, Castagna, the custorri body bnilcler <Jid not stint or1

any pari of this body and it is a sollrce of rvonderment to anybody

Two rear spares balance oJf tlte rear deck
and do double duty as a bumper.

*'ho lcol':s at it. \1te also did much chrome rvork orr it ancl buflccl
all the other parts, and corrected all the lights. After. it was rione
ii rvas sirorvn at the i987 i\4ichigan Grand Classicai Dearborn inri.
and *'on a Fjrst Place u,ith it, so it gladuated to a Senior car. in one
junrp, ancl car-ries Senior badge #1280. lr rrorv again belongs ro a
lady, as it did in the beginni.ng, except rhar tlris time ihe lacly is my
wile Francesca.

As a further bit ol history, in later years fuIrs. Sterling lived in
Cates N.lills, Ohio rvhere I reside. Also, her son Mr. Robbins lived
on the same road as I do, wliich is Old Mill Road. ln i98i, when
we were shorving it at the Ct'and Classic, her grandsorr Peter Rob-
bius attended the shos'. lfire talked about Crandma, and at rhat time
I learned that she fancied isottas and had orvned another Isotta, a
Lanclaulet, rvhich I guess lias been lost as no one knorvs u,lrere it
is now. But,.ve sure knorv rvhere the Convertible Coupe isl

Incidentally, it is pronounced Ee-zoe-tah Frah-skeen-ee.

TIte storage box on Ihe rlrnnitlg b<tarcl is
made of tyood ancl \ras the futest lhittg in
Iraly but'lt then,

3
Jul1, - August, 1989
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Oeb. 1?, l-953

Bestl $cul$
3{iLl Bead
Wes* Grstone $eec

Dear !lr, Scully:

I hase sent, the mterofiSins to yer.au a:rd you eri33 probabSy
get, th*rn in the saree malJ. ae th1e, hgaLnu let me suggect ihat y*u
invest a couple of bueks ln a used vj:cwers rether than pay for prlntr,
llnleee Hru Alger watlis them fov Borir€oxx* elee, r an suee yau eesr- keep
the mieeefiS-m" He Fiade ?hree er fsur eepies.

Sinee T laet, wyste youu l{ro Alger elaf:na ta heve J-eaated.
a ehaeeiee 5.:-l good eondL*i.eis* lle d.oeentt kn**s JJ he ean brry it, bra* he
thlnks coe r wrste ?het 1 eseuLd pay one-lra3"f " Ifl he wsrks ite it -FrilJ
so:.rre e let ef nry preblemse ineluding earbas"ettersr, btaepere" eehauet
ma*ifold$,gnie-h ie 

"erqqkqd, ^#4 a Lob of mieeel].exrcdaus fittings wht*h
ertuld oe Ene $ery d.evll ts fird,

f have reeeised a photo cf the Englislr Iesttas end I
agree with you" It eertaSnly Seeks the exegarese of the castagna
rsettaer ad, however good the cond.itionu E denqt th:nk it ie ererbh
a L*t of money. Ae far as 3 eoutrd. t"p-Jl e ihe Linee af yours ere
Iagnifieeni' rcieidentallgr, does yours have roll up pirdewe? rf sou
r_sou3d euggest ya'e fo1Law the llnes ef the reattl ptetwed. fn ore ef
Olymerts mot'cr books ( #3u r thlnk) for your oa$vas deelgne Tl:at reotte
ts the onSy ether phaeton ln the eountrlr, I u'ou1d guees" ilcer mueh nene
magnifieent en apen Isotte is than bhe serne Bcllsg

$e doubt I wsnrt really knos absut bringing nqr ear tolf. Greten for or"erheul untll it happensr if it i:appJns. Hfren T geb
a Little fwther alengo r e+i1t know hec ererS it ib- mnni:rg" rf-it
*e fairly reliebleu r mlght dripe lt there, rf it is goodu erhieh r doub*,r cou3d hold aff untll faie brtngs m€ iheren ff it is rea-l bad, whicBr
ls probeble, 3 meSr have to have it, dore he*eo tr{he &:ows8

Flore laterg r herre beera Hriting thls €n nry leneli hors at,
@ rk, end have leiis t€, tle. Thanks for yor:r 3eng te*ter"

S j.q'*erelyp

' ./u.tt;|--'t-,{'-,/1m HO&r&f€

\.t'



,Ian 17 , :.9514

tr{r* Basj.}. Scully
mil]- Street
West Groton, i{ass.

Dean l'/ir" Scullyo

I have clone $o little work on rRF Isotta recently 'bhat I real ly
i:eventt had rnuch to report. A fr.iend t"6 res'ot.t"5-ng a tiryre lp2 Eug
ln nry garag€u a.nd the two r:f u-s h-ave spont eo much time inet*.l}ing

,* heat-Lng; sysiomu repairln6j s.n aLr corrupresssi' aid the l-ike the.i
we havenFt done be:"y nr:ueh LznporEant wsrk*

Sla rnontns &St, f taok my Bosch 'rr1s.g-g;ensrator, and sta.r'ser
tc a llttls ahop dowtttown to havethom. compl*tel}' ov'erhaulad" Tho
place v{as reoommended by the Thompsan Mussurn }rere" It le ri:n by
twa beather"*, botle af whcm worked. f or nrore than 2$ yee."re wl-th the
Rabert B+s$h ta*fu*ty in Gernany" The equlpmenh L* beautiful- tc
bebrsld, *d I hcp* it w111 wor:k ae ?uell as lt looks" All new
wgndingse new sa.sese F€re- eolenclLdu etc", etc" fkre bEathers are
Just like the jdarx brothers " ft ls hard to keep a stralght face
wh.en th*-v begln wavi"ngo or searching for a ward tha* doesn't corne
essy. fhey s.re arufully hlgh*pr.iced for the5.r v*o:'k* but bkrey have
a Lot af mlecelle.neeus equlpul*nb tkrey ?rave aallecterl arrer the
y€ars that they seeffi to be wi115,ng to pa,r"t ivith at a fairllt
c"eason'able figur.e, I'Iot cleee.pu but prabab}y fair" Example: a LjIb
Zeni-tLz updraf b f*r a !'ilhLte gas ea'* s about {$20. New, and ln tire
onlp;inal casee I have heana cf eornething i.tke this g;o3-ng fon
a lot mcre,

Tlrey ltaver p,.n errtgins"l leai,'n; origi-nai. '3+eeh pLugs, !n twcl
t;pesi merly Ze*Lt}r earbs, exnee original sta:'ter, cotrplete;
distrl-butor cap; eta.:sll sf these ld*nticaL to bhose used ln
I'sdgfd" Let me know if you need any of t-trese arrd f wj.i-l s€e Lt
they w111 sell e-t a decent prlce *

As you knoli', f hsv* bastard. ce.rbs.* and the I'larx bros" are
searehing the bs.seswnt fsc'btre rlght, ktrsrd. If'ttrey canf 1, flnd r-*trerrm"

do -1'c,u krtnw vrhere I can ge? a pe-ir? r thlnk the corlreci moriel is
the Zenitir Ltd, punry t;?e updraft--bh&ffit one whieh aznte out
aarLy Ln L]2]. f dcnet knorv the madel nTffiffi-

I arn elying to eee a finieh*d plc +f lrour tourey* Is lt done?
Also, how sbout the i'i-*canrt find .'your lctten) that ysn rrlsr4$
thlnklng of in'porting "



r url"ll- be stanting-sqi-*6 sorl-ous r,roter vsor-k befo:.e tco lang,
arrd It 1't is a3.1 :"igh'c, may Frarro to ask y*v.r advJ_ee r:R some ofthe more knotty probleras u "
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Sit,rcerely,
i
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Jili, i{orvard
(?rrv|i g" Ovsrloak
. ri l.:t:veLand Heighbs ],l' 
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Dear idr" ASssq;

Thai?s the oews for aow.

GWru€R'S -ASS&eEeT8Sru

saL,e .is

is also

lslarc} Z], 1ggl.

tr5rh, iogeLher

s,had at l-east

and as

I,tigllo:'j. saluti,

tV;-*-?,tfid;
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sale
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&Wru8ffi'S ASgOCEATBGzu

trlarch '27 ,, Tgg.L,

Dear ,1[r. *clamo:

our leLter of the 23ra !s before me &nd I assune ourLetters erossed i:r the nai.l"

so it g'res, tbese ears are traded like stocks on thestock yar$-et Jusi to nake a nfew bueksn. lfo real interest 1n oldears at a]-].

rn spite of the accid.ent, the ltolfe ear;:suffered. llttre
gufgqu "? if ihe restoration*is looc I wourd *ry iue-p;tc;-i;-iigirt.r inspected thls ear at the i"F. agency right after ii was Urougfr.t ila.

Hope you bad a gocd time ia the ilbig cityil.

oa

iriigliori saluti
a/'/ i
-/ u/o-,,+.g


